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Ben Gurion University
Dept. of Education

M.A. Studies

Law and Education

2014-2015
Eyal Berger

Place/Time: Thursday 18:00-20:00
Instructor: Eyal Berger

Email: eyalberger@gmail.com
General Course Description

The course will examine a variety of legal issues in the field of Education Law in Israel
and in relation to the international law.

During the course, we will discuss issues relating to the implementation of the rights
in the field of education and constitutional rights, such as: the legal status of the right
to education, freedom of religion and conscience, equality and the prohibition of
discrimination in education, freedom of speech and academic freedom .



We will also deal with the issue of legal integration, the Student Rights Act and its
impact on school acceptance procedures, the development of the legal approach to
corporal punishment in the school system and education workers tort liability.

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments:

10% active participation in classroom discussions (all discussions will be based on the
reading list).

90% final paper.
(There might be changes in the reading list)

Unit 1: What role does law play in society?
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Unit 2: Rights discourse in Israel
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Unit 3-4: What is the human right to education in Israeli and comparative law?



The right to receive an education - The right to equal access to education (physical
and financial) - The right to receive education as the basis for the realization of

social and political rights.
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Unit 5: The right to equality in education - Anti-discrimination in education
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Unit 6: Pupils' Rights Law
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Unit 7: How does the law define parental involvement in education?
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Unit 8: Integration in education
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Unit 9-10: Teachers' freedom of expression within the classroom and academic
freedom
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Academic Freedom (ed. Louis Menand), Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996,
.pp. 189-194

Unit 11: Student Rights in Israel - What are the rights granted to the students?
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Unit 12: Religious freedom at schools
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Unit 13: The development of the legal approach to corporal punishment in the
school system.
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Nahmias Shlomo, “Laws of Education and Freedom of the Individual", Educational
Administration and Policy Making (ed. by E. Ben-Baruch & Y. Neumann ), Herzlia,
1982, pp. 39-54.

Highlights at Corona:

Mode of instruction in the course - there may be changes in the mode of instruction
depending on the situation of the corona at that time and subject to the decisions
of the government, the university and the discretion of the department.

How to evaluate the course - As long as it is not possible to hold frontal exams, they
may change into alternative assignments. However, the department will maintain
the composition of the grade in the course so that the alternative assignment given
will be at the same as the original.



